Dexmedetomidine--a novel sedative for postoperative sedation.
Dexmedetomidine is new sedative being developed for use in postoperative sedation in ICU. It acts at a 2 adrenoceptors to produce sedation, anxiolysis and analgesia. Patients remain easily rousable and do not suffer significant respiratory depression, consequently dexmedetomidine may be continued post extubation.